HEARTFELT TIPS
The world is not always polite, but YOU can teach children civility using four-legged fun!

Ah, February! A time for hearts, flowers, and candy.

Each year on Valentine’s Day, we make an extra effort to let those special ones in our lives and close
to our hearts know how much we value and cherish them. What a perfect time to reinforce the concepts
of civility and politeness. Unfortunately, making that connection with our kids can seem like a
daunting task in a world where selfishness and “Me first!”” often wage battle against “Please” and
“Thank you!” Could you use a little help — maybe some extra arrows of love in Cupid’s quiver?
Here’s a heartfelt little something for you that aims to hit a loving bull’s-eye every time.

Mary Jane McKittrick has come up with a humorous four-legged solution to the two-legged challenge

of teaching civility. She is the author and creator of the cartoon world of Boomer and Halley©,
www.boomerandhalley.com. McKittrick uses a small Southern town as the backdrop for a collection
of characters who introduce core values to young children. The animation-style illustrations by Bob
Ostrom are reminiscent of the 1960s, but the storylines of the three-book series span modern-day
themes, from adoption to political elections.

“We know through research,” says McKittrick, “that the earlier you reinforce values like honesty,

manners, respect, kindness and caring, the better chance you have that a child will live those values
later in life. Each book presents the humorous antics of Boomerang, the Australian Shepherd dog, and
Halley’s Comet, a silver streak of a cat, as they are guided back to good behavior by their two-legged
“parents,” Harold and Edna Sanders. Young children relate to the adventures and misadventures of the
four-legged kids interacting with the citizens of Shady Pines without violence, anger or bad language.
We give adults a bookmark with prompting questions to discuss the values marked by paw prints that
pop up on the book pages. In this way, parents are encouraged to talk with their children about their
own values using this entertainment vehicle.”

McKittrick says as far as she knows, there isn’t another property quite like this anywhere else. She
believes the only truly successful way to change the less-than-civil
world around us, is to start with role models at home. “It’s time we
have a heart-to-heart discussion as family members,” says McKit-
trick. “Too often parents assume their kids know what behavior
they expect, what they will tolerate — and what they won’t. But
those lines have gotten blurred, and parents are being drowned out
by the noise children are exposed to from the moment they wake up
‘til they go to bed at night.”

‘ Keep reading for B & H’s Heartfelt Tips.







